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As many of you may have read in last month’s EDP coverage, I have led the Liberal 
Democrats’ call for an independent local enquiry into Norfolk’s handling of the 
Coronavirus response. 

I am in awe of the amazing work the local hospitals, carers, officers, support staff and a 
multitude of other people have done during this pandemic however I have been 
increasingly concerned about where we go next… many of us will be emerging from the 
lockdown at different rates; some will suffer enormously from the fallout, and there is a 
strong possibility of a second spike.  

A recent Scrutiny Committee meeting only heard the views of County Council officers 
on Norfolk’s Covid 19 response but it is paramount that we seek the views of those 
running businesses, voluntary groups and working within the NHS. More detailed data is 
also required to review initial lessons and changes that may need to be made to our 
core services as a result of the pandemic, including changes to procedures for 
discharging patients from hospitals. 

Inevitably this inquiry has caused uncomfortable conversations that our Labour and 
Conservative colleagues seem unwilling to have (Cabinet held its first virtual Cabinet 
meeting in May, featuring little information and a lot of self celebratory back slapping) 
but I continue to uphold the belief that this is the right move, not to seek blame, but to 
focus on the people of Norfolk and have an unbiased review. 

In more encouraging developments Norfolk is to be one of 11 pilots for the Test and 
Trace service. A public information campaign is due to be launched soon explaining 
how this will work. With the reality of a vaccine being a year or more away the Test and 
Trace system, if effective, can provide additional support in returning to a ‘normal’ way 
of life for many of us. 

With the 1st June signalling the first step in this return to ‘normality’ we saw many 
children returning to school. A survey undertaken by the Liberal Democrats, and a 
separate independent survey from the EDP, both showed that less than 20% of parents 
were happy to have their children return to school this early, with most parents, carers 
and teachers believing they should not be going back until the new school term in 
September. As it stands, parents will not be fined or punished for not sending their 
children to school but with many parents also having to return to work, and restrictions 
regarding movements between households, it may be that many are left without an 
option. 
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On a lighter note the first wave of reopening recycling centres has appeared to go well 
and will likely mean a second wave of openings will follow. Considering the increase of 
fly tipping across the county this will certainly come as welcome news. 

With the County Council fearing a £19m funding gap this year, and a knock on effect of 
a further £18m shortfall next year, it is concerning to consider the effect this will have on 
services across the county. I firmly believe that this is the time for a total review of 
budget cuts and spending, and an opportunity to create a rapid green economic 
recovery that increases rate collection rather than relying on government bailouts or tax 
increases. 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any assistance. 
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