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More money for Councils? 

Last month I reported on the potential extra funding for local authorities announced by the 
Government Sajid Javid.  Sadly, the County Council’s priorities appear to be unchanged by this 
news: the additional money will essentially be used to continue to fund the overspend in key 
departments.  My ongoing concern is that this overspend - caused by more people needing to 
access statutory services that the Council is legally required to provide - is the result of years of 
cuts to public services across the board that have left everyone worse off, and have pushed 
some of our council’s most vulnerable people into severe hardship. 

As we enter into the next phase of the budget-setting process, my priority as your county 
councillor will be trying to lobby for the areas of greatest pressure - in particular the Minimum 
Income Guarantee (MIG), the previous cuts to which the controlling Conservatives show little 
sign of wavering on.  The MIG is the level of income below which households do not have to 
pay towards the cost of adult social care.  Reducing the MIG to the lowest level it can be legally 
has left some of Norfolk’s poorest with £60 a week less to live on.  

As Liberal Democrats, reversing these changes remains our biggest priority in proposing 
amendments to the County Council’s budget at our next Full Council meeting in November. 

Along with this, we will continue to make the case for setting up a £500,000 fund for public 
transport innovation, as well as putting forward policies for how the council could make better 
use of the money councillors decided to pay to themselves when they increased their 
allowances in 2017. 

On that note, I’m pleased to remind you that the small fund I set up personally to distribute my 
pay rise is still open for business.  Any local community causes may apply - just send me an 
email! 

County Council’s Response to the Climate Emergency 

In my capacity as Liberal Democrat spokesperson for Climate Change, I am pleased to report 
that the cross-party Task and Finish Group set up by the council to report on the climate 
emergency has made good progress.  It all hangs on whether the Conservative-controlled 
council accepts our recommendations at its next meeting on 25th November.  On the one hand, 
I am encouraged by the group’s approach, on the other hand, the County Council still refuses to 
declare a climate emergency.  Watch this space... 

County Council’s Brexit Preparations 

As you will know the Liberal Democrats’ long-held position is to stop Brexit, but as responsible 
politicians at all levels we must be prepared for all scenarios.  
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I was therefore shocked at the last Full Council meeting on 23rd September, when the County 
Council refused to publish its plans for what to do in the event of a No Deal Brexit.  The 
Government’s own Operation Yellowhammer documents state what could be the effects of no 
deal, which include a reduction in choice and availability of food, the potential price increases for 
utilities, food and fuel, a rise in public disorder and community, and tensions resulting from a 
shortage of food and drugs. 

These views are indeed confirmed in Norfolk County Council’s EU “No deal” Exit Strategy, 
which also raises other issues such as disruption to care provision and food supply chain 
problems to Norfolk schools and care homes. 

I’m sure, whatever your views on Brexit, you’ll agree that preparedness should be central to our 
concern as your local council.  

Reminder about Parish Council Attendance until January 

My wife and I are expecting our second child later this year so until January I will be limiting my 
evening schedule further – but keeping myself just as available the rest of the time.  If there are 
items of business on the Parish Council agenda that require my presence in person then I will, 
of course, prioritise my attendance. 
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